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Made in China: A Doug Fishbone 
Project 
Can you tell the difference between an Old Master painting and a 
contemporary replica? 

Working with conceptual artist Doug Fishbone we are encouraging you to 
take a closer look at our Permanent Collection. One of our works has been 
replaced by a replica painting sourced from an artists’ workshop in China 
and hung in the frame belonging to the original. For three months the 
identity of the work will remain concealed. Test your discerning eye and tell 
us which painting you think it is. 

Many Old Master painters, from Titian to Rubens, encouraged the copying 
of their work either in their workshops by apprentices or by independent 
copyists. There are several examples in Dulwich’s collection including 
workshop paintings such as Venus and Adonis and copies painted from the 
original by artists visiting the Gallery such as Constable’s copy of 
Ruisdael’s Windmills. Today, famous paintings are being reproduced in the 
millions with China dominating this export market. 

For three months (10 February – 26 April) you are invited to find the 
replicated painting, which hangs in place of the original in the permanent 
display of 270 works. Winning answers will be entered into a draw to win 

http://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/explore-the-collection/201-250/venus-and-adonis/
http://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/explore-the-collection/651-700/landscape-with-windmills-near-haarlem,-after-jacob-van-ruisdael/


one of five print-on-demand reproductions of chosen works in the Gallery’s 
collection. The answer will be revealed on 28 April when original and 
replica will hang side by side. Come and compare the two. 

Co-curated by conceptual artist Doug Fishbone and Dr Xavier Bray, Arturo 
and Holly Melosi Chief Curator at the Gallery. 

How to take part: 

1. Fancy a head start before your visit? Explore our Collection online 
 
2. Get up close and personal in the Gallery. Look closely and see if you can 
work out what a modern day pigment looks like? 
 
3. Make your guess at one of our iPad stations. 
 
4. Follow the experience and debate via social 
media @DulwichGallery #madeinchina 
 
5. The answer will be revealed on 28 April when original and replica will 
hang side by side. 
 
6. Winning answers will be entered into a draw to win one of five print-on-
demand reproductions of works in the Gallery’s Collection. 

 

http://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/collection/
https://twitter.com/DulwichGallery

