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The Authentication in Art 2018 Congress:
A Report
On 7,8, and 9 June the Authentication in Art 2018 Congress took place at the
Louwman Museum in The Hague. We want to provide those who were unable to
attend with a small summary of the exciting lectures, initiatives and developments
presented.
The congress kicked off with antique and classic motor cars. Kees Jansen, the
initiator of the Bugatti Identification Group, entered the stage in his original
Bugatti type 57 model Atalante toit ouvrant from 1936 (photo above). Jansen talked
about copies and forgeries in the classic motor car world, which can be compared to
other objects in the field of art.
In his keynote speech, Prof Dr Maurizio Seracini made an interesting distinction
between authentication and attribution. Authentication is the objective evidence
based verification using scientific methodologies. Attribution is a subjective opinion
based on the individual experience of a noted scholar.

The afternoon of the first day showcased some exciting technical advancements in
the field. It showed robot imaging and measuring based on NASA techniques,
portable particle accelerators analysis made by CERN, and imaging done by using
the frequency between sound and light.
The second morning started with the workgroup Technical Art History elaborating on
the publication: Technical Art History: A Handbook of Scientific Techniques for the
Examination of Works of Art. As a gift all attendees received the first edition of the
Handbook, which provides a general introduction of the 50 most commonly used
techniques for the scientific examination of artworks. The second edition will be
published just after the summer of 2018.
The morning was concluded with the lecture by Dr Teio Meedendorp of the Van
Gogh Museum. His lecture, discussing the process behind the attribution and
falsification of drawings supposedly made by Van Gogh, was a perfect synthesis of
the various topics presented at the congress.
During the afternoon session Robert van Asten, The Hague’s alderman for culture,
officially introduced the establishment of the Court of Arbitration for Art (CAfA). The
introduction was accompanied by the workgroup Art & Law, who spoke about their
current work, establishing a pool of arbiters and a pool of experts. The CAfA website
will be launched in the coming weeks.
The third day was centered around advancements in the digital field. Prior to these
advancements Jane Henderson gave a lecture that showed how AiA guidelines had
become an industry standard.
The presentation of the Technical Art History Database (TAHDa) by Dr Harmen de
Jongh demonstrated the capabilities of TAHDa in cross-correlating information
coming from different sources based on a research-question based search, whilst
maintaining the highest possible degree of privacy.
The last topic of the congress covered image comparison using artificial intelligence
(AI). Prof Dr Ahmed Elgammal presented the current abilities of AI by showing how it
could detect fake 20th century drawings sold on E-bay by using pattern recognition.
The Authentication in Art congress organization would like to thank everyone
involved with making the congress a great success.

The Authentication in Art 2018 Congress:
Survey
As part of our reviewing process of the AiA 2018 Congress we are currently
conducting a survey amongst the attendees. We will release our general findings in
September.

The Authentication in Art 2020 Congress
The AiA congress organization has already started working on the organization of
the AiA 2020 Congress. An important theme of the 2020 congress will be the role of
education and how the guidelines developed in 2016 can be practically implemented.
(http://www.authenticationinart.org/pdf/guidelines/education-guidelines-2016.pdf)
The 2020 congress will also provide a review of the first two years of the Court of
Arbitration for Art (CAfA).
As the summer breaks draws close, we want to wish you a good summer and happy
holidays. We will return to you in September with more updates about the exciting
things to come.
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